Introduction
Preabsorption of the antiserum by the homologous antigen and subsequent decrease or disappearance of the staining is generally considered the most important, although not conclusive, specificity test (Pearse, 1980; Sternberger, 1979; Larsson, 1981) in immunocytochemistry. However, in a few cases, addition of small amounts of antigen to the antibody solution increases rather than decreases the staining, and it has been concluded that either the antigen or the antigen-antibody complex binds to natural or artificially created binding sites on receptors in tissue (Castel, 1978; Sternberger, 1978; Sternbergen and Hoffman, 1978 Antiserum against G1u7-bombesin(6-14) was raised in rabbits and characterized as previously described (Panula et al., 1982 (Panula et al., , 1983 again showed strong staining in magnocellular cells ( Figure   3E ). The results are summarized in Table  1 .
Discussion
The same molar concentration ofall three peptides (BN, GRP(1-27), and GRP(14-27)) can prevent the detection of the immunoneactivity in tissue, suggesting that the antiserum is directed toward the C-terminus of these peptides (Panula et al., 1982 and with the stability of its intensity when the concentration of the peptide was increased.
If preabsonption of the antiserum with its appropriate an- et al., 1975) .
Neurophysins are known to bind oxytocin and vasopressin, and the most important binding residues are the a-NH2-group and L-tyrosine in position 2 (Breslow, 1975) . The N-terminus of GRP(14-27) has some similarity with that of oxytocin and vasopressin ( Figure  4 ). Tyrosine in position 2 is important for the binding ofoxytocin to neurophysin (Breslow, 1975) , and tyrosine is also found in position 2 of GRP(14-27 
